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THE COSEY CORNER. 



THE cosey corner has unquestionably proved 
its usefulness both for its comfortable as 
well as its useful and artistic qualities, 
and there is every reason to believe it is fast 
becoming a permanent institution in our homes. 
Its great scope of treatment has much to do 
with this, as it ranges from the little * c home 
made " corner of the Bohemian den, made from 
a long packing box, and draped with odds and 
ends of cheap decorative material, to the 
sumptuous and elegant affair found in the 
mansions of the wealthy; and so it will be seen 
that the question of expense may be of sec- 
ondary consideration, if the desire for such a 
feature exists. In every home there may be 
found some corner for this useful and com- 
fortable bit of furnishing, and these qualities' 
alone will endear it to the heart of the house- 
keeper, if no other. 

The illustration on this page shows a simple 
effect in draped fish nets, a window in some 
portion of the house devoted to the ' ' lord and 
master," as a smoking-room. The fish-net is 
to be used in its natural condition, a cool, gray 
ish color, hung simply, as shown by the sketch, 
with nets of lighter weave draped simply in 
the windows. 



over the front edge about an inch, and in one 
or more sections, as the case may require ; 
cover this with simple home-made mattress 
cushions about two inches thick. These may 
be made from an old hair mattress, using the 
old tick, after having thoroughly cleaned it, 
and make up in -sections the width of each 
cover, that they may be readily lifted up. For 
covering of your box and cushions, use any 
simple material that is pretty and will not soil 
easily, that will harmonize with your surround- 
ings, and fasten on plain or in pleats, as you 
may desire. 

Should this " cosey'' be in an alcove or bay 
window, a little neat grille work across the 
top, with simple draperies in the same material 
as the seat, or something to harmonize, neat 
muslin curtains in the windows, tied back with 
pretty ribbons, on the floor a bright and inex- 
pensive rug — a jute rug in good coloring can be 
bought for one dollar — and * ' my lady's." cosey 
corner is complete and ready to be made use of. 

The boxes will be found more than useful, as 
each section may have its particular use, one 
to hold the sewing materials in daily use, 
another for a general catch-all, another the 
children's toys, another the towels and linens, 
and perhaps," should there.be room enough, one 
large section will be found a convenient repos- 



ways be found in a room of this character: 
The first requirement is a comfortable lounge, 
broad and roomy. This should stand at right 
angles with the fireplace. The couch may 
have a back or not, as the case may be. Pile 
on plenty of comfortable pillows, and across 
the foot lay a neatly-folded afghan for ready 
use of a chilly evening. Behind the couch 
stand a large screen near the head, with the 
end standing against the wall to cut off the 
draught. Of course a good-sized rug before 
the fireplace, and, if the case allows, a small 
narrow one beside the couch. Near the head 
of the couch, which should be toward the wall, 
stand (if space will permit) a small, low table, 
if possible with a lower shelf. On this may 
stand the low lamp with a few books and, per- 
haps, the fancy work, taken up at odd hours, 
and a little vase for flowers ; a low, comfortable 
chair for the caller when - a quiet and cosey 
chat may be enjoyed. Add any little furnish- 
ings and fittings that circumstances and. good 
taste may warrant, and you have a comfortable 
and attractive little spot where the tired house- 
wife may enjoy a restful evening at home .with 
book, fancy work or friend, not to forget the 
home circle, as the large centre table may be 
drawn within the radius of this charming circle, 
after the cares and worries of a busy day. 




The\upholstery of the seat may be of the 
simplest cretonne, and should be in colors to 
harmonize with the surrounding decorations ; 
but, better still would it be to use a narrow- 
ribbed corduroy of a neutral, grayish tone a 
little darker than the net; this would allow of 
quiet harmony in a room of any combination 
of coloring, as these neutral tones are always 
restful and satisfying to the eye in connection 
with brighter, tones ; and from the practical 
standpoint the corduroy has far greater wear- 
ing qualities. 

Having considered the "man of the house " 
in tne matter of a lounging place, let us see" 
what we can do for the housewife ; ,her wants 
are — or should be— of an entirely different 
order. In the sunny corner of the "living 
room," where most of her daily life is spent in 
directing and arranging her home affairs, or, 
better still, in a window with a pleasant out- 
look, fit in a plain wooden box sixteen inches 
high and three feet wide, the top of which 
should be a hinged cover, or covers, projecting 
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itory for evening dresses, and, when the lids 
are down, there is a comfortable and conven- 
ient " cosey corner,' ' brought into existence 
with little expense, especially should home tal- 
ent be brought to bear in making it up. Of 
course, this is not quite complete, as, both from 
the artistic and comfort-side of the question, 
pillows are needed. There should be a multi- 
plicity of them in bright colors, covered with 
bits of odds and ends that every good house- 
wife has tucked away for just such ^purposes, 
or from samples picked up from the bargain 
counter in the large upholstery stores. A cor- 
ner of. this sort will appeal to the heart of every 
woman,- whose living-room is Usually crowded 
with things she hardly knows how to dispose of 
conveniently. A convenient "winter corner" 
may be arranged with little trouble and ex- 
pense, by the use of the pieces of furniture al- 
ways to be found about a well-fitted house. 
Again we will take the living-room, but now, 
as this is for evening use principally, we will 
locate it by the open fireplace, that should al- 
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DECORATING A HOME IN CHELSEA, MASS. 



Chelsea, Mass., Jan. 1, 1895. • 
Editors Decorator and Furnisher, 

New York City. 
Gentlemen :• Enclosed please find - rough 
draft of architectural plan of my new house, 
which is to be completed in about two months ; 
also schedule of existing furniture and require- 
ments of the various rooms. We will use our 
old furniture, carpets, etc. for each room, and 
desire suggestions for harmonious papering, 
draping and carpeting for _ the six principal 
rooms. The hall has a birch floor and stair- 
way . The rem ainder of the rooms on the lower 
floor are in pine, natural finish. 

Upstairs in my own chamber I am very 
anxious to construct, in alcove, a cosey Corner, 
and I would like to have it in effective yellows. 
Respectfully yours, 

* Miss E.' B. Conway. " 
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Miss E. B. 



ANSWER. 

New York, January 6, 1896. 
Conway, 



Chelsea, Mass. 
Dear Madam : We send you to-day package 
of sample wall papers and drapery goods for the 
decoration of your house. Would ask you, in case 
you should decide to make any purchases 
through us, to send back the sample of goods, 
stating the exact quantity required. The fol- 
lowing is a descriptive statement of your 
rooms : 






paper, blending tip through the frieze into the 
soft old rose in ceiling, decorated with an Em- 
pire pattern in gold. The effect of the whole 
combination is rich and harmonious, and, should 
you decide not to use the ceiling paper, take it 
as a keynote for your decoration. Cost of wall 
paper, twenty-five cents per roll; ceiling, twen- 
ty-five cents per roll; frieze, twelve and one- 
half cents per yard. 

Draperies: We send you another sample of 
art serge in a deep, warm olive. As the hall 
should have more strength in its character than 
the adjoining rooms, we select this contrasting 
harmony in preference to the self tones. Here, 
again, you may embroider in deep red and gold, 
or leave plain, as desired. In either case, line 
with the old rose material we send, and fringe 
to match. 

Portieres: For portieres you might use the 
same material, which will look as well as the 
made-up chenille draperies, when lined and 
trimmed, and not. cost so much by one-third. 
Price, sixty cents per yard, fifty inches wide. 

For doors, we send you samples of Madras of 
soft ecru, in which are embodied the rich 
reds and colors of the wall. This is an inex- 
pensive material, but will look well put on in 
inch pleats. Cost, twenty cents per yard, 
twenty-seven inches wide. 



velour in deep self tones of wall, with. lining 
suggested by sample sent, of softer hue. And, 
to vary the quiet harmony of self-toned olives, 
we send you another sample of art serge in a 
warm copper red. If you can, use these in any 
way — as a portiere, for instance; if not, use it as 
a keynote of color in any of the materials you 
may introduce. Such a scheme needs a touch 
of reddish tones to fully satisfy the eye. Use, 
by all means, a cherry mantelpiece, as it will 
then take its place as a part of the furnishing of 
the room. Oak would only be an unsuccessful 
effort to harmonize your wood finish. 

DINING-ROOM. 

Woodwork: Natural pine finish. Black wal- 
nut furniture. 

Walls: For walls and ceiling we send you a 
paper in imitation of decorated burlap, very 
rich and pretty in effect when in place. - The 
colors area deep old rose, blendinginto amuch 
softer self tone in ceiling:. What we have said 
before regarding ceiling paper may apply here. 
Cost of paper: walls, tw T enty-six cents per roll; 
ceiling, twenty-six cents per roll ; frieze, 
twelve and one-half cents per yard. 

Draperies: We send you a sample of deep 
rose color, plain velour, with lining to match. 
We would suggest these to be made up plain 
and full, with no lace or Madras under- cur- 
tains. Cost of velour, $1.25 per yard. Re- 
garding rug, we can buy for you a nine-by- 
twelve Byzantine rug in harmonious coloring 
(two colors) for $2t. This is the nearest price 
to limit we can get in the size requested. These 
rugs are very desirable and handsome in two 
colors, reversible, and we will be pleased to 
consign you one for approval. 

CHAMBERS. 

East Chamber: We send you 
samples of wall paper for walls, 
frieze and ceiling, of a very soft 
yellow, with a dainty flower pattern 
over in soft olive-browns, reds and 
silver. This is an extremely 
pretty paper, and as the room has a 



Woodwork : Natural pine finish. 
Furniture, cherry and black walnut. 
Nine feet seven inches by seven feet 
Gulistan rug — blue ground, harmon- 
ious reds, etc. 

Walls : We send you an embossed 
paper, a soft, warm yellow-brown 
favoring olive, with pattern in soft 
green-olive and gold. This is for 
walls, frieze and ceiling. Price of wall 
paper, twenty-six cents per roll ; frieze, twelve 
and one-half cents per yard ; ceiling, twenty-sx 
cents per roll. You will, of course, use your own 
judgment regarding the ceiling paper, but, 
should you not use it, carry out the same line 
of color and ornament in your decoration. 

Draperies: We send you a sample of plain 
velour, with lining for same, and would sug- 
gest that you use this as over- draperies, With 
simple fringe to match. The color is a warm 
yellow-olive, which will harmonize well with 
the walls, and at the same time carry a sense of 
the parlor coloring into this room, which opens 
into it. Cost of velour, $1.25 per yard, fifty 
inches wide. 

Portieres : We send you as a suggestion of 
portieres, should you require them, a warm 
golden art serge. This is a good wearing, all- 
wool material, hangs and drapes well, and may 
be enriched either with band or border of olive 
old-gold embroidery, or used plain, as you may 
elect, and it has the added merit of being low 
in price — sixty cents per ■ yard, fifty inches 
wide. 

Floors : Would advise covering your floors 
with a quiet, buff-tone matting. This will cover 
your spruce floor and give a harmonious back- 
ground to your rug. 

HALL. 

Birch floor, stair rail and treads: plain finish, 
natural pine. 
Walls: We send you- a rich Pompeian red 
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PARLOR. 

Woodwork : Natural pine finish. Prevail- 
ing tones of carpet and draperies, yellow- 
brown. Cherry and black walnut furniture. 

Walls: For walls and ceiling we send you 
samples of warm green-olive, blending through 
frieze into a very delicate, soft tone, with 
graceful flower, leaf and ribbon pattern in deep 
olive, soft old rose, copper color and old gold. 
The pattern is identical with the yellow-brown 
paper of "the library, and will make a rich and 
harmonious contrast with the room . which 
"opens directly into it. Cost- of paper: wall, 
twenty- six cents per roll ; ceiling, twenty-six 
cents per roll ; frieze, twelve and one-half cents 
per yard. The same conditions regarding 
ceiling paper hold good in this room as in the 
others before mentioned. 

Draperies: We would suggest you use a 
daintily designed over-drapery on parlor above 
the yellow-brown Madras -you now have, 1 of 
which we send you sample, a soft green-olive 



good exposure we have selected a warm" color- 
ing. Use dotted white muslm curtains, either 
full length or to window sill, as you may elect. 
Cost of paper: wall, ten cents per roll ; ceiling, 
ten cents per roll ; frieze, which is a narrow 
eight-inch border, four cents per yard. 
. South "Chamber: As this has a warm, south- 
erly exposure, we have selected a soft, cool 
blue-gray paper, frieze and ceiling, with a 
pattern in delicate red and silver. The ceiling 
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introduces a delicate self color in its ornament, 
a little deeper in hue. Use lace, plain or dot- 
ted, either full or to sill. Cost of paper: wall, 
ten cents per roll; ceiling, ten cents per roll ; 
frieze, eight-inch, four cents per yard. 

West,Chamber: White wood, yellow, black 
walnut set. This we judge to, be your own 
room, and as you expressed a preference for 
yellow, and feel that you wish the room to have 
a marked character of its own, and further- 
more, as all yellows in the cheaper papers are 
rather delicate in character, we have endeavor- 
ed to make a saving on the two previous rooms 
for the sake of better results. We therefore 
send* you a. paper, frieze and ceiling of warm 
yellow, blending into much softer tones into the 
ceiling. The ornament is Rococo in character, 
with soft grays, browns and gold in its color- 
ing. Cost of paper: wall, twenty-five cents per 
roll ; ceiling, twenty-five cents per roll ; frieze, 
twelve and one.-half cents per yard. For cozey 
corner draperies (sketch of which we publish) 
we send you a soft, dull blue velour, with yel- 
low lines. 

Upholstery : For screen and rocking-chair 
we" send you a dull gray-blue jute tapestry quite 
neutral in its effect, with soft red and gray- 
almost white in its coloring. These cool, quiet 
blues will be very pleasing in combination with 
the yellow, and will gain added value by as- 
sociation with them. In a room of this charac- 
ter — all yellow, without a break as a rest for the 
eye — a contrasting harmony is very desirable, 
as it introduces into the scheme a neutral ele- 
ment that is very satisfying. 

Trusting the color scheme and materials will 
be of service to you, and that you will pardon 
our delay, which was unavoidable on account 
of the great pressure of such matter in other 
directions, we forward this for your approval. 



DRAPERIES. 



THE chief beauty of any drapery should be 
looked for in the folds into which it nat- 
urally falls, and to bring about this result, 
simplicity should be the principal object in se- 
lecting designs for home adornment. This 
should be considered also in the selection of 
material, provided these harmonize with the 
prevailing tones of your room, and also that 
you have a material which falls naturally into 
soft, artistic folds. Your curtains —be they simple 
or expensive material — are sure to look well, 
and no number of other good characteristics, 
such as beauty of design or pattern, will com- 
pensate for the loss of this quality. In the mat- 
ter of linings, it is well to match the principal 
shade of your drapery with some soft material 
such as armure or the silk-faced goods so plen- 
tiful in the market nowadays, and to be found 
in every conceivable color and shade, from 
twenty-five cents per yard and upward. An 
immense step has been taken lately in the pro- 
duction of fabrics suitable for household drap- 
eries, and it is safe to say that it is the pur- 
chaser's own fault if the materials chosen 
should not suit even the most fastidious taste. 









ARTISTIC AND DAINTY APPOINTMENTS IN SILVER FOR A 
LADY'S DRESSING-TABLE. 



Simple Doorway Drapery. 



EVERY " lady in the land" is fond of dainty 
and artistic equipments, not only for her 
personal and home adornment, but in the 
little e very-day appointments of her dressing- 
table, as well ; and that this should be is but 
the evidence of a refined and cultivated nature, 
which seeks to surround itself, even in the 
privacy of home-life, with all that is dainty and 
choice, as far as the means will allow. Should 
the pocket-book be to a degree unlimited, the 
beautiful objects illustrated above give a lim- 
ited idea of the many elegant, rich and artistic 
articles to be found in the stores devoted to 
such productions. What could be prettier in a 
daintily-decorated chamber than the richly- 
draped toilet-table, with its glitter and sparkle 
of silver and crystal appointments— its air of 
refinement and luxury so dear to the heart of 
every true woman ? 

Now, while this sketch illustrates so pleas- 
ingly the luxurious and expensive side of this 
interesting question, there is still another view 
which may interest many whose desire for the 
beautiful, while it is restrained in a great 
measure by a limited purse, is just as strong 
and eager to seek the means to satisfy it. That 
daintiness and refinement may be expressed in 
the simple every-day appointments of a modest 
home is unquestionably true. A little time and 
judgment spent in selecting the necessary fit- 
tings of the toilet-table of the plainer sort will 
reward the buyer to the fullest extent, as in 
these grades there is great variety and wide 
range of price. 

To be sure, the glass is not cut crystal, 
neither is the finish of solid silver, but pressed 
glass comes in great variety of pretty and use- 
ful forms, and aluminum has the brilliancy of 
silver, and needs but little care to be kept 
bright and attractive. As a basis for the toilet- 
table, on which to display these dainty ap- 
pointments, an average-sized kitchen-table 
may be used. The unvarnished sort will cost 
but $1.25. 



White muslin, plain or dotted, a few yards of 
the cheaper quality of lace, and the introduc- 
tion of a few loops and ribbons of the favorite 
color, with a fair proportion of the requisite 
taste, which is seldom missing in a refined na- 
ture, will do the rest at very small expense. 
We will not attempt here a detailed description 
as to what to do, or how it should be done, as 
conditions and circumstances differ widely with 
the individual, but will simply offer a few sug- 
gestions as a basis on which to work. 

Screw securely to the back of the table a pine 
board about four inches wide and two feet or 
two feet six inches high ; at the top of this fas- 
ten a cross-piece one foot long, and about one 
and a half inches wide ; on this tack the muslin 
in pleats, perfectly flat and spreading put wider 
at the bottom, to each extreme end of the table- 
back, extending down in fan shape. This will 
give a background to add over-drapery and 
flounces at discretion. In the centre of this, at 
a convenient height, hang a fair-sized mirror, 
the frame of which may be covered with plush 
of a dainty color. Of course, the body of the 
table' should be covered with flouncea lace to 
the floor, and the table-top itself covered with a 
plush mat of the same dainty color as the frame. 

This should exactly cover the top, and be 
edged with a heat colored cord-binding, with 
tassels to match at the corners, or a full lace 
flounce finished at the corners with bright rib- 
bons. Ribbons of the same color should hold 
in place the over-drapery of the upper part, as 
the taste of the fair owner shall dictate. These 
simple suggestions, and a fair amount of good 
taste, and skill in arranging, should offer oppor- 
tunity for very pleasing results, and, when all is 
completed, the dainty appointments of the toi- 
let artistically and neatly arranged in their 
places, "my lady" has something that has 
cost her but a comparatively small amount of 
money, and her reward for the time and inge- 
nuity expended will be derived from the satis, 
faction of possession. 



